CONSCIENCE LETTER 
IA 


DEAR SIRS: 

THIS LETTER IS TO APOLOGIZE TO YOU FOR TAKING SOME PIECES OF ROCK 
FROM THE FOREST, I AM VERY SORRY, I AM ALSO SORRY THAT | TOLD A LIE 
TO THE MAN AT THE GATE WHO ASKED ME IF | HAD REMOVED ANYTHING FROM THE 
PARK, THE THREE PIECES OF ROCK ТНАТ"Ї AM RETURNING ARE ALL THAT Í TOOK, 
| PICKED THEM UP AT THE AGATE BRIDGE AREA. Í RATIONALIZED THAT A FEW 
SMALL PIECES WOULD NOT HURT. I DID NOT SEE THE NOTE ON YOUR BROCHURE 
ABOUT A "FEW SMALL PIECES” UNTIL | RETURNED HOME AND NOW REALIZE THE 
EFFECT IF EVERYONE TOOK А "FEW SMALL PIECES.” 

ОТ САМ ASSURE YOU THAT | HAVE BEEN SMITTEN OF CONSCIENCE SINCE | 
RETURNED HOME AND INSTEAD OF PLEASANT MEMORIES OF YOUR PARK, | FEEL 
GUILTY. So, AGAIN, I AM VERY SORRY, AS FAR AS | KNOW, NOTHING LIKE 
THIS HAS EVER HAPPENED TO ME BEFORE AND | ASSURE YOU THAT IT WILL NOT 
AGAIN. Í HOPE YOU UNDERSTAND, 
ZA AE 
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DIRECTOR, ARIZONA STATE PARKS 


1611 WEST ADAMS * PHOENIX, ARIZONA 05007 * PHONE 271-4174 


October 6, 1972 


Dear Bob: 


We received this in today's mail. 
Ме!11 let you settle with the 
Almighty. 

p 


Dennis 
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beautiful Petrified [оте = tional Park; -- | 


ier Pw و‎ 


Upon leaving my husband і cren bse pieces сто: 
with him as souvenirs; по | 


we have had I am геёигпі К 


Upon returning home we first found out that my step 
mother had kidney failure, then our dog died, our 
central air conditioning wentout and our freezer, 

I had a really close call in having a bad auto 
accident, our truck broke down needing major repairs 
our cat was killed and last night close by our home. 
a gas well blew out a cap causing us to be evacuated 
from our home a while, 


So Please take these pieces back before we have any 
more bad luck and except our deest apologize. 


Thanks, 


No name Please 
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CONSCIENCE LETTER, 414 
ВНҮСЕ CANYON UTAH 
Queen Victoria іп Queen's Garden, ona of tha many unusual 


colortul formations found in Bryce Canyon. 
S-536X 





` Dee Ranger ; POST CARD 
на Pound This stone? 
«f Tey Е Te ЕТ The š 
Dietr fied Forest 3 


Im sending т hack 
befor < L get 
bad leek. 

Sir селу, 


As ov 3. 
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CONSCIENCE LETTER 477 
latnfed Forest Natl. Park 
10702206 | 860253 
April 2, 1787 
Dear Sirs : 

When / got bad t me hole] 
after visiting Me Ва) Forest | 
Pound the enclosed piece cf рет od 
бес? n Бе car. Since JF 15 по? 
polished | have № assume har, 
clespite те e (foris 7১ ex plain whey 
nothing should be removed fom Же 
park, дпе ot mg children must habe 
mode ће sad табе of АУ” (T Cp, 

My Sincere оге 
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Bi Де Keeper of Rocks, 


Ido lussn+ Joolıshness 
Caused me do ke this. 
dov It gui lt caused me, 
до return мз. In 
reality there reno 


exsuces. Plezse foro ) ৮৮, 


Es rth lover 
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CONSCIENCE LETTER 423 


19 August 1987 


Dear People, 


We visited the Petrified Forest National Park about ten days ago. Оп our 
way home, when we reached Needles, my six year old announced that a small 
rock was stuck in the heel of his decrepid cowboy boots. He thought it 
came from the petrified forest, but it could just as well have been 
embedded in the Стан Canyon or near the Meteor Crator. I can't tell 

if it is petrified wood, but just in case, I'm sending it back. 


After all, one can't be too careful. 


Sincerely a rag Jg? 
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CONSCIENCE LETTER 228 


When we visited the Petrified Forest, I craved a small piece of 
petrified wood that showed the colors and the bark, In the Crystal 
Forest I saw this piece that was perfect, I wrapped it in tissue 
and put it in my pocket, 


When we arrived at the souvenir store, we purchased many items 
and I felt satisfied without the piece I picked up, I have never 
unwrapped it and looked at it, І am afraid if I do, I: y want 
to keep it, so I am sending it to you so you can replace it in 
the Crystal Forest, 


I have always tried to be a law-abiding and God-fearing citizen 
and why I did this 1 do not know, I would frown upon it, and I 
guess I rationalized it by thinking that many pieces walk away. 
I!m sorry I did it, 
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CONSCIENCE LETTER "Hà 


September 28, 1989 


Petrified Forest National Park 
Arizona 


Dear Sirs: 

Enclosed piece of petrified rock was taken from 
your park over 30 years ago. I've always kept in a 
clean glass showcase as а souvenir of the petrified 
forest. It never dawned on me that the rock was like 
the Lava rock in Hawaii which is sacred. By chance, I 
found that information in a magazine. 

Please place the rock where it belongs. 


Sincerely, 


MA 


М. S. of Hawaii 














x CON SCIENCE LETTER 12% 

y seturn these to the Forest and 
forgive us for taking them. 
I'm thankful Рог my eonseience 


May God Bless and be with all 
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А РепіТепсе 


Cast back that which was once removed, 
while guarded by spirits tn Their duty; 


amidst the desert splendor they were loved; 
LETTER 453 
Keep only memorles of sighted beauty. 


Six plus one aged, lovely desert angel lass 
+wo were guarded, and flve were пої; 
He thought It could matter пої less, 


зо thelr places of Бігіһ he soon forgot. 


And now, he offers them all freely back, 
the debt he gladly pays, five for two; 
he ask the spirits to return kind luck, 


remove the shadows and Таке away his rue. 


Without name s 
a @ 


Florida 
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ALS ) ^ \ n ber 17, 1979 


State Park Office 


Petrified Forest National Monument es 190 i 
Arizona ee o 

ці de | ua BEL ০ Ж 
To Whom it may concern: en aan Чаш аш. 


Enclosed you will find a few small pieces of petrified 
wood that I thoughtlessly took while. there in the park this 
past August. Call it Superstition ror whatever [but I feel 
that it belongs there and поете else” হি 


I ат now ¿writing a paper on Indian. rock paintings and 
realize that the removal of these pieces‘ goeswagainst the 
Indians' sense of oneness апа harmony'with their surroundings. 
I would very much like to return them. Хо: the spot personally 
but I don't know when І'11 be through: that way again. So 
I would appreciate it if you would return “them to the: уегу 
spot from where they came: By the Puerco Indian ruins. If 
you were to walk up from the lowest Rock: paintings it would 
be betwwen the rocks and the two pueblo, ruins would be appx. 
one hundred yards ahead on both sides’... ¿There is one small 
riece of wood embedded there with loose "pieces all around, 


these pieces enclosed were among them. 
Ju Apa e ES 


ге: 
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Hm 





I hope that you will return them to the same spot and not 
just anywhere in the park (call it superstition I guess) 


Thank you for putting up with things like this and I 
want you to know that I admire'the workzthat you people 
are doing in the cause of conservation. 


Signed, 
One of many 


CONSCIENCE LETTER 497 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


IAM RETURNING SOMETHING THAT BELONGS TO You. 
BAR LUCK OR COINCIDANCE? I DIDN'T BELIEVE THAT SOMETHING 
COULD GIVE SOMEONE BAD LUCK. IT TOOK ME THREE YEARS ТО 
CONVINCE МЕ, BUT HERE'S WHAT BROKE THE CAMELS BACK. AFTER A 
LONG LIST OF COINCIDANCE, I DECIDED THAT EACH EVENT THAT 
HAPPENED TO ME. WAS STARTING TO LOOK MORE AND MORE LIKE BAD 
LUCK, THE FINAL STRAW WAS WHEN I STEPPED THRU THE CEILING 
OF ОЦЕ NEW HOUSE. THATS WHEN I TOLD MY WIFE. I'VE HAD 
ENOUGH. I’AM SENDING IT BACK. 


SORRY IN TEXAS 
P.S. BOY WHAT A RELIEF! 
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740 East Flynn Lane 
Phoenix, Arizona 85014 
(602) 24-0000 ———— 


ORDER FORM 





С SHIP TO: 









+ ЕДНИ {+ FOREST | 
ONA L FASK 


PEA Ti = = i= == 


| 5035 Бел n [Е ind nn! теш 


¡OM ЕТ Ра 
І =E pa —s শা 











COMPANY NAME 


l STREET ADDRESS 


A mir :. Осе: 
de E 


ATTENTION" 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 


4 "Р" 





TELEPHONE NUMBER 


QUANTITY 





CONSCIENCE LETTER 


70 Whom Ме May Concern 
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CONSCIENCE LETTER 228 


When we visited the Petrified Forest, I craved a small piece of 
petrified wood that showed the colors and the bark, In the Crystal 
Forest I saw this piece that was perfect, I wrapped it in tissue 
and put it in my pocket, 


When we arrived at the souvenir store, we purchased many items 
and I felt satisfied without the piece I picked up. Т have never 
unwrapped it and looked at 15, I am afraid if T do, I may want 
to keep it, so I am sending it to you so you can replace it in 
the Crystal Forest, 


I have always tried to be a law-a iding and God-fearing citizen 
and why I did this I do not know, I would frown upon it, and I 
guess 1 rationalized it by thinking that y pieces walk away. 
I'm sorry I did it, 
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CONSCIENCE LETTER 179 


Chicago, 111. 60608 


Petrified Forest National Park 
СРО Halbrook, Arizona. 86028 


Dear Sirs: 
I am very sorry in taking your stone piece. And I feell done 
wrong, and so ashamed in taking it, that Im sending it back. 
And I wish that you may forgive me in doing this wrong. І 
know this letter is short, but what else can І say is that І 
was wrong and Im sorry. And thank you. 


Sincerely 
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July 8, 1782 
SUPERINTENDENT 
Petrified Forest National Park 
Petrified Forest, Arizona 86028 


Dear Fark Rangers, 


Many, many moons ago, when I was just a small tot, I visited 
your beautiful park with my parents. I remember being amazed 
with your “rock-trees" and all the petrified wood. So amazed 
that like many small tots, I wanted a piece to take home with me ! 
Even though it was in violation of the law of the land, my 
parents allowed me to take a sample and smuggle it out of the 
park's premises. I felt guilty for a few days but the guilt went 
away. І kept this piece for many years. 


Then one day recently I returned to your beautiful park with 
my bride as a trip for our honeymoon. We were both quite 
impressed with your park even though we were no longer tiny 
tots. Nature is impressive, isn’t she! Anyway we saw the museum 
and all the letters from people who have returned rocks which 
they appropriated! The guilt returned and we resolved to return 
our rock to its rightful spawning ground to be on display for 
others to enjoy. Please accept my apology for depriving the park 
(temporarily) of this specimen. 


Sincerely and with feeling, 


signed: BLACK BART 
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Dear 9418: š 
£ rock І picked up at the Newspaper 
Enclosed 18 7 ১০০ of the Petrified forrest. Since І 


to the Lord and have been living right I hay 

gave my Deer, and ask you to forgive me for taking 15 аж 
doing breaki of the land and God's law. Th 
Devil had such a h. к it for the sake of 
doing 1% as you can вее 7 pretty stone or о 
much worth; I Jug had the habit of stealing but thank God 
he has saved me som this and І don't want an hing to com 
between us or to БО back іп sin again and be orse than be 
fore, Besides this stone there was 4 вогіє 0 ріпе with а 
сопе of seeds I remember taking but I cant ри 4% back on 
the tree but ask you to forgive Me for both. 
т am at your meroy f aid it 1 knew there was af 
but like I say I was not a christian and If you think І 8 
pay a fine ог 80 
address. Please forg 
hanpen again. Wil ‚бе 












ive пе and you can 
waiting to hear from you. 
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Cast back thet which wa 
5 Once remove 
d, 
while guarded by spirits tn their q + 
uTy; 
amidst the desert splendor they were | 
| oved; 


Keep only memories of sighted beaut 
Ye 


six plus one aged, lovely desert angel lass 
two were guarded, and five were пої; 
, 
Не thought It could matter пої less 
+ 


зо thelr places of birth he soon forgot. 


And now, he offers them all freely back, 
the debt he gladly pays» five for two; 


he ask the spirits То return kind luck, 


remove the shadows and take away his rue. 


Without пате, 
পাপ পি 


Florida 
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Petrified Еогевъ 1] 
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Arizona, A i^ 


Dear Sir/Madam: 


Please accept these four pieces of petrified wood. I 
surreptitiously removed them from the Park in 1964 when 
I was thirteen years old. 


I am very sorry to have contributed to the pilferage 
which has made it necessary to limit access to the Park. 


My youthful enthusiasm for a souvenir and my selfishness 
exceeded my understanding of the Park's limited resource. 


I hope other tourist who removed wood from the park will 
return their "souvenirs" as I have done. 


Thank you, 


^^ г z 
(A гъ 


PAINTED DESERT VISITOR CEWTER 
PSTRIFIBD FOREST WATIONAL PARK 
AZ 86028 USA 


Verona 28 March 1987 


In the April '86 I Was going across the Petrified Forest 
with my wife. It was about the end of the afternoon and beca- 


‘Use of a late hour I took away some stones to give to our ge- 


ologist son. 


When in August my daughter oame back from a working ррро- 
rtunity in USA, she told me of а curse of the taken away Pe- 
trified Forest' stones. 

Therefore after my return from Usa I've lost money in the 
Stook Bxohange, my job was taken off and my shop мав olosed, 


зу daughter went to the hospital for a long time with a brooken 


tendon of the knee and is waiting for a surgical transplantation, 


my dear aunt is still in tha hospital with a brocken femur from 
December and last but not least I fell ill of a cancer and suf- 
fered h surgical operations. 

Now I send you the stones and I hope that my unlucky story 
finishes and tell the people taking away the stones to do not it. 
I hope to be healthful in tbe nezt years and to be able to 

visit the Petrified Forest onoe more in the future. 


Please exouse my foolishness. Many thanks and gretings 


yours \ 


Gianfranco 


Verona - Italy 
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Augsburg, 6.2.84 99 E 
Dear Sirs, ES 





on my last visit to Petrified Forest in 1981 
of wood and couldn't resist taking it with me. Now since 


years passed 1 think that its place is Petriefied Forest, 
and that's why І send ist back пом. 


I saw a piece 


I am sorry that І Кері it for so long time, please put it st 
back where it belongs to. - thank you. 


Kind ка 
| 


“U.S.A. 


ТЕК 353 
te N SCIENCE LE қ 2 


Springfield, МА 01118 
August 20, 1985 


Petrified Forest National Park 


Yolbrook, AZ 86028 


Dear Sir / Madam; 
-1N- teited the Petrified Pore 
1 ears ago, ту mother-in-law 0181 st 
and а жеді stone. She was unaware of the legend of bad luck unti1 
my husband and І visited the park this past July. Once we recounted the 
stories from the Visitor's Center, she began to wonder if many of the 
;ght not be attributable to this Legend. 


sorrows in her life m | 
While her health has always been good, her husband died in his late 


ties - Leaving her with four children to raise. Of her grandchildren, 
as suffered fuia sel times in infancy and that child's brother 
has nearly died twice from unexplained ветвитев. Her once able 
talented father fell into a long and wrentching decline before passing 
away well into his nineties. 


Luck has never been with her - an example is a lottery ticket that 
she bought when she was in dire need of money. She hit five of the six 
numbers drawn. However, the ticket was worthless because she hit the 
last five and not the first five. 


Now she has decided to apply to elderly housing - and faces waiting 
lists ‘of five to seven years for some of her choices. I'm sure she i8 
hoping that the return of this stone will lift the cloud of bad luck that 
has seemingly plagued her Life. 


Very truly yours, 


Misura 


Y 


Donna 
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т- NATION AL PARK: 
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T VISITOR CENTER 


Patrified Forest 


National Park, AZ 86028 


PAINTED DESER 


Superintendent” 5 Office 


Attn: 





To Whom it may Concern: 


the causes of very bad luck. My father and 1 
Petrified Forest on our way to my Sisters, ia 

night we arrived іп California, my dad жаз 
bitten several times by my sister's cat. If this wasn’t enough, 
things got complicated, and we ended up in the hospital. His 
whole arm began to swell with infection later that day. Befora 
going to the hospital, though, my sister received a call from her 
work, informing her that they had to let her go. We were stuck 
in Emergency until 1:00am. The next morning, Ї was putting some 
waffles in the toaster, and the handle broke off. This quick 
streak of bad luck ended within 48 hours of our arrival at ту 
sisters, when we had а family fight almost resulting in our 
abrupt departure, when we had just arrived! 


Enclosed are 
were visiting the 
Calif | The 
California. 


My sister had mentioned the letters she had read when she 
visited the Petrified Forest which had prevented her from taking 
anything. We all decided to send these small pieces of nature 
back, before our bad luck streak escalated. 


I feel bad for taking my findings from the Petrified Forest, 
and I apologize for their removal. PLEASE return them to their 
rightful place in the crystalized forest. 


Thank You, 


December 4, 1989 


Superintendent 


Petrified Forest National Park 
Arizona 06028 


Sir ог Madan: 


About сеп” days ago while we were touring the Petrified Forest 
we found the enclosed rocks in the Crystal Forest area. The | 
rocks were very appealing, 


and in a moment of'%xhuberance we 
took the rccks with us as a memento of our trip. 


We realize поч that this was the wrong thing to do, and we ex- 
ercised a bit of bad judgment in our decision. Accordingly, we 
are returning the rocks to the park, and we ask that they be 

returned to the Crystal Forest area. 


We sincerely apologise for removing the rocks. 


( 


North Yorkshire 


HG5 ONX 


13/01/14 
Dear Sir/ Madame 


In December 1994 my family and | took a trip to New Mexico to stay with family over the Christmas 
period. As part of our trip we visited The Petrified Forest. As far as | can remember it was fantastic, 
but at the time | was a grumpy teenage girl. | remember coming into the visitor centre and seeing all 
the letters from visitors who had picked up pieces of the Petrified wood, although encouraged by 
yourselves not to, and the reams of letters describing the bad luck that fell upon them after taking 
the pieces of wood. 


| can't say I've had bad luck, | believe you make your own, but | do believe in Karma, and after nearly 
20 years | want to return these two pieces back to you. | felt quite the rebel picking these up and 
putting them in my pocket, but hindsight is a wonderful thing, and | want to right the wrongs. 


Please accept my apologies and the safe return of two pieces of Petrified wood. 


Hopefully І will be able to visit the National Park at some point very soon 


Kind regards 


Charley 


